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2 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 21.
3 |bid.

4 Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 15.
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5 Human Rights Committee General Comment No. 37, UN Doc. CCPR/C/GC/37, para. 1, (23 July 2020)
[hereinafter General Comment No. 37]. Unofficial Thai language translation is available at: https://

www.icj.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/1.-1nea_GC-37.pdf

6 |d. at para. 2.
71d. at para. 32.
8 |d. at para. 56.

9 See Human Rights Committee General Comment No. 37, UN Doc. CCPR/C/GC/37, para. 45, (23 July
2020) [hereinafter General Comment No. 37].

10 Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, ‘Civic Space and COVID-19: Guidance’, 4 May
2020, available at: https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/CivicSpace/CivicSpaceandCovid.pdf.
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11 UN OHCHR, ‘COVID-19 security measures no excuse for excessive use of force, say UN Special Rap-
porteurs’, 17 April 2020, available at: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?
News|D=25802&LangID=E.

12 Amnesty International, ‘COVID-19 Crackdowns: Police abuse and the global pandemic’, 2020, p. 25,
available at: https://policehumanrightsresources.org/content/uploads/2020/12/ACT3034432020ENG-

LISH.pdf?x96812.
13 1d. at paras. 74, 76.

14 1d. at paras. 76, 79.

15 UN OHCHR, ‘UN rights experts urge lawmakers to stop “alarming” trend to curb freedom of assembly
in the US’, 30 March 2017, available at: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.as-
px?News|D=21464&LangID=E.

16 1d. See also: General Comment No. 37 at para. 4.

17 Joint report of the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association
and the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions on the proper management
of assemblies, U.N. Doc A/HRC/31/66, 4 February 2016, at para. 26 [hereinafter HRC 31/66].

18 HRC 31/66 at para 61; General Comment No. 37 at para. 85.
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19 General Comment No. 37 at para. 9.
20 HRC 31/66 at para. 57.
21|d. at paras. 57-58.

22 General Comment No. 37 at para 88; HRC 31/66 at para. 59. See also: Basic Principles on the Use of

Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials, principles 9 and 14; Amnesty International, Dutch Sec-
tion, ‘Use of Force: Guidelines for the implementation of the UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and
Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials’, August 2015, section 2, available at: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/
files/use_of force.pdf, [hereinafter Amnesty International, ‘Use of Force’].

23 United Nations Human Rights Guidance on Less Lethal Weapons in Law Enforcement, para. 7.5.8,
available at: https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CCPR/LLW_Guidance.pdf [hereinafter Guid-
ance on Less Lethal Weapons].

24 Amnesty International, ‘Use of Force’, section 7.4.2.
25 |d. at para. 87.
26 Guidance on Less Lethal Weapons, paras. 7.3.6-8.

27 General Comment No. 37 at para. 89.
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28 HRC 31/66 at para. 42.

29 General Comment No. 37 at para. 91.

30 |d. at para. 90.

31 UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet, ‘Urgent action needed to prevent COVID-

19 “rampaging through places of detention™, 25 March 2020, available at: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/New-
sEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25745&LangID=E.
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Amnesty International

ARTICLE 19

ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights

Asia Democracy Network

Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (FORUM-ASIA)
Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL)
CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation
Civil Rights Defenders

FIDH — International Federation for Human Rights
Fortify Rights

Human Rights Watch

International Commission of Jurists

Manushya Foundation
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